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Why IFSTA?
We are mission driven…
It is in support of our values that IFSTA/Fire Protection Publications reinvests back in to various career and volunteer fire service 
professional associations, training and safety related organizations, and fire service events at the state, provincial, national, and 
international levels. This support is not provided to you through some profit-centered marketing effort to try to buy your loyalty rather than 
build it. Instead, these investments are consistent with our collective missions at Oklahoma State University, Fire Protection Publications, 
and the International Fire Service Training Association. It is who we are and what drives us, and it is based on a rational, focused, 
committed effort to strengthen the fire service in support of the values we have shared together in a long-term relationship for more than 75 
years.

We’ve been there with you…
Recently, you have had the opportunity to consider purchasing other nice-looking training materials produced by new players in the fire 
service publishing business. This is not to pass judgment on them, but it is important in this case to remember that the corporate world is in 
business to make money and to share their profits only with their investors. At IFSTA/Fire Protection Publications we continue to measure 
our success by our own guiding principles, “Did we make a Difference for you…our investors…our customers? Are you better at what you 
do, and are you safer as a result of our efforts?” Based on this philosophy, each year we consistently pass our dividends on to you and the 
organizations that support you.

It’s about values and relationships…
Based on those principles, two questions you might consider are, who should you invest your training dollars with, and who’s going to be 
around when the money and the corporate profits go away? IFSTA is a long-time member of the fire service family, and when you are as 
truly committed to firefighters as we are, loyalty cannot be bought, credibility must be earned, and commitment is not dependent on profit. 
All IFSTA manuals (THE red Books, including THE Essentials of Fire Fighting) are written by Firefighters for Firefighters. So when it really 
come right down to it, it’s about values and relationships, like the ones we share with you. And when it comes to your safety and expertise, 
there’s no question where we stand. Over the years, in both good times and bad, we have not deviated from that course, and we’ll be here 
both for you and with you in the future as well. Be safe!
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